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The composer most frequently performed abroad, and considered
Quebec's greatest composer ever, he also enjoyed a brilliant career
teaching music at Université Laval, Université de Montréal and
Université du Québec à Montréal.

Jacques Hétu was made a member of the Royal Society of Canada
in 1989, an Officer of the Order of Canada in 2001 and officer of the
Ordre national du Québec in 2007. Just a few days before his death,
he received the Opus homage award from the Conseil québécois de
la musique for his life's work.

He has left us with a remarkable body of work, including five
symphonies and several chamber music compositions. In 2008,
Jacques Hétu was inducted into the Panthéon de la musique
classique in Trois-Rivières, where a music school was named in his
honour in 1999.

On behalf of the Bloc Québécois, I wish to extend sincere
condolences to his family and friends.

* * *

[English]

UKRAINIAN VOICE

Ms. Judy Wasylycia-Leis (Winnipeg North, NDP): Mr. Speak-
er, this month we celebrate the 100th anniversary of Ukrainian
Voice, the oldest Ukrainian language newspaper in Canada.

In 1909, Ukrainian public school teachers in Manitoba saw the
need for an independent weekly paper to reflect the common
experience of the growing number of Ukrainians immigrating to
Canada. They formed a publishing company and on March 16, 1910,
the first issue of Ukrainian Voice hit the streets. It quickly became
the glue holding the fast-growing community together. It became not
only a news carrier but a voice for the pride of Ukrainian immigrants
who brought their strong work ethic and other cultural values to the
harsh task of Canadian nation-building.

Ukrainian Voice has maintained that critical role now for 100
years and continues to play a vital role in the dynamic Ukrainian
community of the 21st century. Let us today celebrate this great
contribution to Canada's cultural heritage.

[Member spoke in Ukrainian]

* * *

TAXATION

Mr. Jeff Watson (Essex, CPC): Mr. Speaker, mere days before
Christmas 1995, Canadian retirees collecting U.S. social security got
a massive 70% tax hike from the Liberal government, devastating
their retirements. Thousands banded together to fight, led by the now
late Olive Smith of Essex, forming Canadians Asking for Social
Security Equality. Sadly, the Liberal government did not right its
wrong. It fought these seniors for a decade hoping they would lose
heart, or worse, that it would outlast these seniors and their outrage.

Budget 2010, thanks to this government, restores tax fairness to
these retired Canadian seniors.

I extend congratulations to CASSE. I extend thanks to Bill
Thrasher and other seniors who never gave up, to the member for

Calgary Southeast who, before me, led this fight for seven years in
this House, to our finance minister and our Prime Minister.

Olive Smith and her fellow seniors departed can finally rest in
peace.

* * *

● (1405)

VOLUNTEERISM

Mr. Alan Tonks (York South—Weston, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to extend congratulations to Mr. George Katsarov, a
resident of York South—Weston and a volunteer with Canadian
Executive Service Organization. Mr. Katsarov completed an assign-
ment to Sevastopol, Ukraine to address the recycling of domestic and
industrial waste. The city of Yalta was also experiencing a lack of
local waste disposal sites. Mr. Katsarov was asked to advise on ways
to minimize environmental pollution and reduce the cost of
transporting and recycling waste.

Since 1967, highly skilled volunteers like Mr. Katsarov have been
using their professional expertise and experience to help others
achieve their goals. Thanks to Canadian Executive Service
Organization, volunteers like Mr. Katsarov have put a human face
on Canada through their assignments abroad.

I invite the members of the House to join me in congratulating Mr.
Katsarov and Canadian Executive Service Organization for volun-
teerism and a job well done.

* * *

DELTA COMMUNITY LEADER

Mr. John Cummins (Delta—Richmond East, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, recently the Delta Chamber of Commerce celebrated its
100th anniversary. Edgar Dunning was in attendance at the gala. A
friend chatted with Edgar after the event, then noted that Edgar
jumped in his car and drove home. Nothing unusual about that,
except that Edgar was 100 years old on January 7.

Edgar's mother published the Delta Optimist and some of his
fondest memories are of that early newsroom. He spent his working
life at the paper as a reporter, editor, photographer and publisher. He
still writes a weekly column for the Optimist.

I look forward to Edgar's company at community events as much
for his interesting recollections as for his insightful comments about
current events and his great sense of humour.

Throughout his long life, Edgar has served his community, his
province and his country. He is a recipient of the Queen's Golden
Jubilee medal, the Order of British Columbia, the Delta Chamber of
Commerce Good Citizen of the Year award and others too numerous
to mention. Truly it can be said that it is community leaders like
Edgar Dunning who make our country great.
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